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TREE 2 TI. IV. 7, 8, 


- 7 bots N fought a good fight, I have 
+ fintſhed my come, have 17 the 
| faith. 

E Henceforth there ; 46 laid up for me a 


crown of righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord the righteous judge ſhall give 
me at that day; and not to me 
only, but unto all them alſo that 
love his un . 


ABESE. words are oel to Bs 
conſideration, at the deſire, of an aged 
member of this Chriſtian Society, 
tal — r i pee 
and PE. Mrs. Anne King : Who was not 
only the moſt intimate Ai of his. life in 
F as KS ty for above 34 years; but an old 
diſciple too, and an attendant with, this congrega» 
tion in all chriſtian ordinances for the ſame time. 
I was eaſily induced, when deſired to ſay ſome- 
4 for 74 improvement of her removal to thoſe 
kene comply Re the motion of 12 


* 


— rn 
5 — 


L251 


this text the ſubject, from my own knowledge of 
her in the later years of her life, and from the un- 
varying teſtimony of all her acquaintance, froin 


| whom I ever had opportunity to be informed of 


her character.. — YT 
They are indeed the words of the great apoſtle 
of the Gentiles; who, as an apoſtle, had a ſpecial 
warfare to manage; a particular courfe to finiſh ; 
and a concern, peculiar to himſelf and ſuch extra- 
ordinary meſſengers of Chriſt, for the preſervati- 
on of the faith: And he was, I believe, the moſt 
illuſtrious inſtance, of any meer man, of the power 
of Chriſtianity in all the active and paſſi ve excel - 
lencies of it. And therefore in his caſe, the words 
may be ſuppoſed to contain a more ſublime ſenſe, 
than is applicable to Chriſtians of a common rank, 
er thoꝰ of great exactneſs and eminence in their 

_ | 2% IV 

But the apoſtle ſeems deſignedly to prevent ſuch 
a confinement of the ſenſe of this paſſage, by the 
laſt words, And not to me only, but unto all them 


\ 


| alſo that love his appearing. Wherein he plainly in- 


timates, that tho* he had ſpoken in his own per- 
ſon, yet he would not have it thought, that he 
ſpeaks of a recompence (and by i conſequence of 2 
courſe of faithful ſervice leading to it,) of which 
only apoſtles or miniſters were capable; but of a 


matter, in which all ſincere Chriſtians might think 


themſelves concerned, as well as he. © 
LI account my ſelf therefore fully warranted by 


* 
- 


St. Paul, to take ſuch a general and comprehenfiye 


view of what. is ſaid here, as will make it appoſite 


to Chriſtians in a private life, as well as to an 
apoſtle. nne | 15 40 —11.— 4 * 1 * K 
Paul the aged was now in the neut view of anio- 
ther world As he declares in ver- ,. I am now 


1 ready 


forward to the world before him, to animate him 


was one fort of their exerciſes; namely, Tuacisg. 


D ͤů R's OE Sn en 


''TH1] 


ered, and the time of my 


ure is at 


ready to be 


hand. He had an immediate proſpect of his approdch- 
ing matt) dom under Nero. He Was not igno- 
rafit of the s taking in order to ſuch an end 


of his courſe by his enemies at Rome; or, (as 
Grotius and others probably conjecture,) he had a 


divine premonition, that his death was near. In 


ſuch circumſtances, like a wiſe and ſerious Chriſti- 
an, he ſet himſelf to review his paſt life and con- 


duct, as the beſt rule for judging what was like 


to be his condition for ever 30 and then looked 


for his laſt conflict. The bleſſed reſult of theſe 
meditations he communicates to his ſon Timothy 
FJ 


in the text, I have fought, & c. 
There is a frequent alluſion in the new teſta: 
ment to the famous Grecia exerciſes; | in deſcribing 
both the if# and the reward of Chriſtians. And 


theſe two verſes in particular are full of them. 


The Greeks had: four famous games, wherein: the 
competitors ſtrove ſor the victory 3:\which were 
all in common called by the name, that we trans 


ſlate fight, S What we render courſe, Segu@, 


To finiſh the tourſi, was to performthe race. "Thea 
for thoſe who won, there was a crown lay ram 
as a reward of honour to the conqueror; and this 
crown was given or adjudged to the conqueror, 
when the exerciſe was over, by the BeaBilne, 
the judge who was 2 to determine to 
whom the prize was due according to the laws 
of the exerciſe: To theſe cuſtoms the apoſtle here, 
as well as elſewhere, plainly alludes, But waving 
that, the words conſiſt of two branches. 
ud 7 Andoni 017 of 1: nes 700 > J 
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„ wh $t. Pants cheerfu 
this world. Which m 


| converſion to E This * cer 1 


7 ths thn the world 
e ſubjeR of the 8 verſe, 


1 ſhall es to ex * both theſe diſtioct- 

as far as a fingle diſcourſe will admit: And 
make improvement * * en un ſome 
ron TY 


1. We have St. Paul's teflefion 2 
in this world. yl yr 
every Chriſtian to be able in the view of eternity 
xo make the ſame reflection, pr ord; to his of 


r 
is not 2 

boaſting of his own excellencies z to magnify 

ſelf, and to pour contempt upon other: But che 
comfortable teſtimony of a man's on conſcience, 
excuſing negating him upon 2 ſerious exa- 
_—_— of himſelf according o the rule of the 
Nor is it to be underfiood as a pretence to ab- 
ſolute perfection. This apoſtle diſclaims any ſuch 
A + drome | Not as tho I had already attained; 
ent were. | s Phal. iii. 12. But it 
is the declaration of a man, —_— of his os 

and integrity, believing the-gracious al- 


p . 
* — { 


— of the e bee for lamented impertectt- 


"Li is not eee 2 reflection cba f ent with 
the deepeſt humility ; wich acknowledging bork 
hy 


71 
his own, ablolute c the bleſſinge 
— 

1 


ſtrains of humility : That he was 4 
0 2 Eph, ii. 8. That .f 
Lahe Wat, I * 10. . — 
withſtanding is unfeigned tys he Was 
to paſs a true judgment of his on character ; ace 
cording to that goſpel, which was made the rule 
of his own | t, and was declared to be th 
rule by which, 1 vould proceed: ng: | 
ing him at laſt. 
2 
1 courſèe, I t ; 
wherein we. way. coolider the Chriſtian life as re- 
preſented in the views: As a warfare, or a ſtrug- 
gle with enemies and difficulties: As a courſe or 
race, an active and continued exerciſe: And. as 
principally animated by faith. And a Chriſtian's 
due behaviour in this life is deſcribed, by having 
fought that fins IRIS 4nd en aha: | 


4 ſhall briefly ; conſider each, 
Firſt, The Chriſtian life is a felt or yay ak 
In that it is attended with many enemies and dif+ 


ficulties, which will be — in 


our way; and muſt be overcome, 
reach our end. 

There are many ſtanding enemies in the op | 
of vital Chriſtianity in every age and the beſt ſtate 
of things: The ſpares of the devil the cuſtom 
and example of a preſent evil world, and the en- 
joyments of life or allurements of ſenſe. As 
as we continue in this ſtate, where the uſu 


Hod of this world hath ſo much power, he will 


a Mffuence, 
reſtleſs activit 


Ci J 1 
be'making- bis aſſaults upon us, either as a roars 
thg Hon, or-dri old ſerpent; 'endeayouring to gain 
ali ad vant eber us. And his great power and 
5: ſubtlety and long experience, his 
and indefatig bes application, make 
* 2 matter gf great difficulty to overcome him. 
Four 1 rr 2 feſb and blood,” weak ene 
mies only, ainſt prin eh againſt powers, 
75 rulers A the Ceo this 2 22 
ritual wickedne im bigh-pl aces, E Eph. Vi. 12. And 


chen, the while World (the main 7 of it,) lies 


in uc or in the wicked one, 1 Jo. v. 19. 
ae the power and dominion of the head of the 


$57 He — in them, Eph. ii. 2. and 


ard lad wie peer him at his will, 2 Tim. ii! 
Wi 
- prevailing courſe and cuſtom of an evil world 


26. 80 that; 4 of their father they 40% And 


10s; directly oppoſite to the buſineſs of 2 Chrifti- 


an. This goes a great way to make his life 2 
warfare 5 he muſt go againſt the ſtream, act out 
of the faſhion; and in 1 things be content to 
be ſingular; bal ci ould be ex aa no greater 
inconveniences b The allurements of ſenſe 
ſtill farther increaſe che occaſion for conflict. They 
continually ſurround us, and have a ſuirableneſs 
oj our animal appetites and inclinations. There 
part within our ſelves ready to ſide with them, 
ly affectians, a carnal mind. Fleſbly luſts war 
eh our ſouls, 1 Pet. ii. 11. So that we are 
obliged to the continual difficulty of maintaining 
a conflict with our own ſelves. 

In the moſt peaceful ſtate of the church, Chri- 
ſtians have ſuchadifficult warfare upon their hands. 
But at ſome times, beſide all this, they m ay be 
expoſed farther to great fight. of afflittions; as the 


Walle s expreſſion is, Heb: x. 32. to many Suffer 
ings 


w 4 


of their, e 


ings for. righteouſneſs ſakes.) They may be called 
to withſtand in an evil This was particularly 
the caſe of the primitive Chriſtians, eminently of 
Paul himſelf : They had 1 re- 
proaches, with impriſonnteats with the\fpoiling 
„ with bodily puniſhments, with 
death it. ſelf; ſuperadded to tlie conſtant oppoſi- 
tions of the ſpiritual enemies of their ſouls. And 
ſuch frequently- bath been the caſe of Chriſtians 
in following ages. And Cbriſt hath, taught all 
his —— to take even theſe) cunflicts into their 
reckoning, as things poſſible to beſall them. No 
wonder then, that the chriſtian life is em 
as a fight or Warfare. 16 bene 
But then it is 4 good n the Cviſtian's 
part; or as it ſhould rather be rendred, the 
fight. For in the original there is 4 double article, 
both before the ſubſtantive and the epithet, to 
beſpeak the greater emphaſis ; of which, the ger 
nius of our language will not admit. Tor ayave 
Tev*xaNov., This is by way of e e 


fbr, the beſt of all Warfares. 


It is ia #he beſt cauſe; the cauſe of, God and 
conſcience, in defence of the purity, the N 
and the final intereſts of our Souls. 

It is againſt. the worſt enemies. The oppoſition 
in this . may be ſummed up in this one 
thing, it is ain! 
unto blood, ſtriving 41ainſt ſon, Hebr, xii- 4. The 


Chriſtian's. fight is a ſtriving againſt ſin; od 


againſt the orid and the devil, only as they: 
would lead him to fin; that is, againſt the worſt 
evil in che world, and the ſource of all other 


evils. 


the ban of Chiiſt; * went before us in 
it. 


lin. Ie have. not pet reſiſted = 


It is k warfare 2 the beſt n,; : under 


n 


| 


the profeſſion of Chriſtianity we ſeem var ſolves 


2 — 


. faint” oppoſition at times to ſome 


To] 
it and is am at gu: head in che aden 


-of it. 


It is 2 ght; Ae es tore hed Hep: N.. 
 -tegifſors, or now have for our ner all 


the exvellent the eapthc © 
The Chriſtian life then is a fight inſt formi- 
Aab enemies and V. ee ut it i the 
yoda fight. 
Now 175 chey, who at the cloſe of life cat 
ook” back, and fay, they have fought this Kobe: 
"Which will include in it ſuch ae as theſe. / 
"1%: A' hearty and determinate reſolution to en- 
2 this warfare. It is not endugk to miniſter 
comfort, that we were laid under engugements tb 
it by vhers in our baptiſm; or that by retaining 


to be on Chriſt's: ſide, or that we have made ſome 
mes icular fins 
and temptations : Which are things rhat too ma- 
ny content themſelves with. But have we ever, 
—— thought of the neceſſity of the mat · 
ter, come to a hearty determination, in the ſt 


öf Chriſt to make it the buſineſs of our lives to 


oppoſe the world, the fleſh" and the devil? This 


is in other words to be turned from darkneſs uno 


„ and from the 1 AR. 
8 
Le tr, into . 52 'G 
dear ſon, Col. i. 18. This is a change of maſters, 
which will miuiſter comfort in a tying hour; 
dem never 10 . er * It includes far- 
er., 
ah, An habirual oppoſition Sinteinsd gut 
al known interruptions in our courſe. That it is 
our 6tdinary care and endeavour, as far as we are 


Mena with Satan. * devices, to prevent his 


gaining 


— 88 — a —y «©@cE. © a Ac 


(3 


wy 
"al 


Fr 


> 8 


1 rene 2 


-. —_— 


t 
gaining an advantage. Ther we are uſually on 
our guard, that we may not be led away by the 
error of the wicked, nor removed from our ſted- 
ſaſtneſs by the allurements ot terrors of life. That 
cuſtomarily we keep our heart with diligence; 
and employ our ſelves in mortify ing the deeds of 
the _ A er nar as es — we Fas 
fought a moſt imply a confeiouſn 
res Fades non. ee eee, 
3% That for the main we have kept our 
ground. That is, that 1 infirmis 
ries and imperſections, We have ſo far ſucceeded. 
in the conflict, as not to be prevailed upon to re- 
linquiſh our maſter, and give over our deſign for 
heaven. This was "= P — cheerſul — 
PV xviit. 21, 22. J baue kept the wi the Lor 
2 have nos wickedly — — pv For 
all his 5 were before me, and 1 did not put 
away his flatutet from me. That we generally pre- 
vail in oppoſing particular temptations, tho not 
always: - That no ſin obtains s cuſtomary victory 
over us: Without that we muſt want evidence of 
our ſincerity. | Nba ſecver is born of God, doth not 
tommit fin, 1 Jo. iii. 9. Such a perſon doth not 
make a practice of any known ſin. 9 


a particular conflict, we reſumed our weapons and 
overcame again. If we have fallen, we roſe again 
by proportionable repentance. Where there ts 4 
principle of goodneſs, this is ordinarily done ſoon; 
and with eminent bitterneſs and / ſorrow. Like 
Perer, ſuch a one will weep bitterly, fervently ap̃- 
ply ro God in Chriſt for pardoning merey, and 
to reftcre his foul and endeavour, as far as poſ- 
ſible, to undo: what he hath: done amiſs, andi to 
regain the ground he has loſt. Where this bath 


B 2 not 


Ahh, That whenever we have been overcome in 


[12] 


not been ſpeedily. and ſolemauly 


done, it hath 
greatly abated the comfort of death· bed reflecti · 


ons. It will greatly add to the comfort of all 
that hath been already ſaid, if in the review of 
our. warfare, we ande diſce n 
„ eh, That we are tending nearer. to a compleat 
victory, the longer we have maintained the fight. 
That the power and efforts of indwelling ſin are 
feebler than formerly. That holy diſpoſitions 
have more of the aſcendant. That temptations 
are leſs prevalent, ſin more feared. and hated, and 
the world in its ſmiles and frowns more like a 


crucified thing to us. And once more, to this 


comfortable reflect ion it is neceſſary, . 
Stb, That we have continued in this warfare 
from our entrance upon it, and are found prevail 
ing in it at the time of our reflection. I he on- 
Iy, ſoldier, that will be crowned by our great 

aſter, is one that continues the fight, till his 
warfare is accompliſhed, and till the captain of 


bis ſalvation gives him his quietus. He muſt not 


quit the field. while he is amidſt enemies, nor till 
his gracious Maſter ſummons him away, and ſays 
come up hither. He only therefore can make this 
pleaſing review, who, at the time of his making 
it, hath the teſtimony of his conſcience, that he 
has not yet laid down his arms. 
I proceed to the ſecond thing in the apoſtle's 
reflection; wherein. „ encoded Yd 
. Secondly, The Chriſtian life is deſcribed as a 
courſe or race. Which i repreſents it as a very active 
exerciſe, wherein much work is to be done in 
little time. e ll ni bots or N 
- Thus every Chriſtian hath, A general courſe to 
run in common with all other Chr 
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iſtians; And a 
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particular courſe to himſelf, reſulting from bis par- 


ticular circumſtances. 11 
A general courſe, in common with all other Chri- 
ſtians. Every Chriſtian 15 to live in the religious 
fear and worſhip! of God: To attain, and im- 
prove, and exerciſe all the fruits of the Spirit, all 
the virtues becoming the human nature; hereby 
he may bear the image of God and the Redeemer, 
may do good in the world, and may have his ſoul 
in a growing meetneſs and a proper dreſs for en- 
tering upon the heavenly ſtate. It is incumbent 
upon every Chriſtian to behave as a pilgrim and 
ſtranger here, waiting and prepating for death and 
judgment. But beſide this general courſe to be 
1 6G 3 - 0 8 1 2 
A particular courſe, aſſigned to every Chriſtian 
by himſelf, according to the different Circum- 
ſtances of his caſe; according to the degree of 
his capacity and opportunity; according to the 
peculiar talents with which he is intruſted; the 
ſtations and relations in which he is placed; and 
the providences of God, either merciful or af- 
flictive, in the day and place where his lot is caſt. 
Thus Paul's peculiar work was that of an apoſtle. - 
Others are called to magiſtracy; and ſome to ſerve 
Chriſt in the ordinary work of the miniſtry. 
And others, who are only in private life, have 
many ſpecial duties pointed out to them, by pro- 
vidence bringing them into particular relations as 
members of a family, and by the word of God 
appointing the duties of ſuch relations. Now as 
to the particular race we have t run, our con- 
cern is: to acquit our ſelves well, in that which 
God has made our owns .. 
Now happy is he, that in the vie of another 


cour ſe. 


world can ſay, he bas finiſbed. or cumpleated hit: 


— 
* 


tot only ſome 


ſolute perfection, or is 


pl bolines 


[14] 
= Which may — 


St RT EN9I25 7 gt 2341 


iff, O_o 
port of the courſe or race a 8 


comp 


particular branches of duty have 
been minded ; not only — Hen 
but both. That berein we have exerciſed oxy ſelves, 
to keep a conſcience veid of offence bath 20 ards God 
and towards _men. Act. XXIV. 16. That neither 
the general duties of all Chriſtians are lected; 
nor the particular work wherein Cod calls us to 
honour him and ſerve our generation, whether it 
be more publick or more Rare | 

2 Ta be bs —— application 

2%, That a u 

to perform the ſeveral of his work is 1. 
beſt manner : That, tho nothing we do hath ab- 
—— 
yet we de not the work aſſigned us nqgligentij; but 


endeavour to acquit our tas bath: in. the work 


of our general and particular calling, as much as 
we can, to the honour of God, the beneſit of 
thoſe with wham we are mary rags = 
faction of our own — T7 0. 
za, That he is making ren ind 
nearer towards the end of his race. / In a race: if 
we go the ncht way — in views 
every ſtep brings us nearer to it. We are all. too 
to turn 424700 crooked paths. in the Chrt+ 
race : Wha can ſay, that every ſtep he rakes; 
is a tendency. toward the end of his faith and 
hope Vet ſtill the performing of our race, with 
a pſp |-allowances for infinity, implies a gra- 
apptoach upon the whole yowards the com- 


107: > 


rehended-in — — Tha 
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d happineſs we N view. It 
| is 
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out it the pleafure dying 'refledtions will be 
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—— of Hhe'p þ of the 


iff, and with- 


e 4%, Thit he Holds an" ang fe 


_ It cannot indeed be lets 
Iy 8 till actua Ae But we 

t with comfort, unkefs till 
chk time, | when we 'refle& upott it, conſcience 


can teſtify that we tiaye 1. — it over: That 


we allow not dur weary” and faint in 
ver minds, W «a 5h we are 
ſtill ranning with the vuct that is ſet before 
, 'HeBr. Ti. 1. And determined by Reichel he 
of God ſtill tere do till ve bare each be 
ere Dabu g. 2 
''Thirdh, The Chiiftian Hſe is Gfcribed, as mi 
mated by faith.” Sc the Scripture often repreſents 
it. ke, "Which T Ide in the' fleſh, 'F live 
the faith of the Sor of God, Gall it. 20. WE 1 
by faith, and not by fight, 2 Cor. v. 7. So the 
of fon Tim. vi. 12. 'Fight the 

Kn een n: That is, that good fight, which 
ath faith for th p * of it. | 


The Chriſtiat H princi animated. 
faith, that is, HD oi mT ipalty by 
B Ang rat Pes to 'our fark. in the 


e eruchs. 
52 and a ppoffle te bo 
excite to 101 and” afdor in 155 the kriſti 
warfare,. and running the Chet race, as rhe 
doctrines of Chriſtianity it faf ; hy their influ 
ence either upon out gratitude, or our hope, or 
our fear. But then, that which alone will make 


2 + them 


T 16 q 


them effectual . is a firm and 
We 89 10 „Ubi 100 
Happy he then, chat in the view. of 
wor can recollect rhis as the teſtimony of his 
cConſcience, that he hath kept the faith. tis; 
2 ast, That he hath. kept claſe to the goſpel, as 
the rule and foundation of his fzith. That, he 
' hath conſcientiquſly endeavoured by frequent and 
diligent ſearches. into the word of God to learn 
from thence what God would have him —— 
lieve: That his faith is not taken up upon truſt; 
but be eren © God. that he hath endeg- 
voured to form it from his Bible, without al, 
lowed. prepoſſeſſions, in. the, faichful. uſe. of the 
means in his power. to underſtand the mind of 
Gods and. with fervent prayers 7 Father 0 
ights for light and guidance . 
ſolid. ſupport to:a good man in me mid of 
ſering opinions about one or another — 
doctrine; becauſe. i it is certain, that à man thug 
fol ite and thus ating will never be left 0 a0 
al miſtake. 

_— That * as he nina of 
the mind of God, he hath. held. falt the profeſſion 
of his faith without 1. z according. to the 
hortation, Hebr. x. 23. ath not ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be aſhamed of it, or to diſown it, in the 


leaſt iacta, in order to — men, or to r 


4 + * 


comfort i in our laſt hours. , PX ; 
Za, That he hath; kept up the exerciſe of 8 
, to animate Chriſtian practice. That he hath 
not held the truth in unrighteonſneſs ; but as he en- 
deavoured to have a * fath,. ſo, he made it 
his ae ſo to ſtrengthen and exerciſe his per- 
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faaſſon' of divine truths, that eich of chem might 
have cheir Proper influence _ his Mart dd 
*. rz aisqe 2110 e eee nn. 
I bave thus gotte duo the firſt branch ef my 
text, ad diſtinctiy 2 the maro bound of tittie 
would allow bpon fo! eopions a ſubjec . I muſt 
contract my elf more vpor'ths diner noble btünch 
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ws awo zit Au, eee nf n gar 
thy Kono, / appr Asi de 
bad ſaith, '* My conſdence beats EY 
11 8 thro'-grace my port 
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In this chnfident hape, which the er. 3 
41219 Ba e — 


mar briefty #emnarlc; 

. Phe nunet of bis enpectation. Pe, 
Ne The heavenly happineſs'is evide 
ly the thing intended; which is: 
by the emblems of 4 cr —— „ Vas be- 
fore! obſqyvety'ts che Aluſion 20 the Greches e249 
ciſes) Which wk 3 in vie all" 
in this deſcriprion ; heheit ureL crowns were 
coaferred 1 conquerots/-w9 2 mark ef dis 
Ingo haneuet I echer — he! __ 
the ſame alluſion, but- eleg pafitly 


ference vu the vn doped! by the Cbjiſbn, — 
x Cor. ux. 2 3 river for the 
waſtery CES an eee 


repreſenced Hs 


L 1 

here rendred fighting,) is temperate in all. things. 
Muy lep dv *s obtain 4 ible crown, but. we 
an incorruptible. The future appineſs is recom- 
mended in ſcripture by many amiable 7 
the more effectually to impreſs our minds: Among 
which this of a crown is often made uſe of, eſpe. 
cially to deſcribe the bovowr and dignity which will 
hereafter be conferred upon the faithful, 
It is ſometimes called a crown of glory, 1 Pet. v. 4. 


or a moſt glorious crown. Ellesher 4 crown of 


dife, Jam. 1 p 12. Rev. ii. 10. It will be life and 
_ to the poſſeſſor, and will laſt — ever. And 
ere a croumn — ri glreouſueſi. Either pointing to 
the way, in . God hath provided for con- 
ferring it, in conſiſtence with his own — 
penitent Sinners. In virtue of the 
tiation of Chriſt, God is juſt, when he is the py 
fer, and ſo when he is the glorifier, f him that 
believerh in Feſus, Rom. iii. 25, 26 Or intima- 
ting it to be a rewerd, tho! a reward of of 
the ſincere, tho imperfect righteouſneſs of his 
ſervants: A reward due by his promiſe, tho' not 
by their deſert. In which reſpect the apoſtle ſays, 
2. Theſe i. 6, 7. that it is 4 righteows: thing with 
10 recompence to them that are malie (for 
tighteouſneſs ſake) ret. 6; 4X 
2. The ſecurity of the i expected, be- 
fore i it · Was conferred. -- He could look upon it 2 
laid up. It appeared not to ſenſe, it was bid; 


but yet it was preſerved ſafe, and ſorth- coming. 


As our life is ſaid to be hid with Chriſt in God, 
Col, iii. 3. So the anheritaxce is ſaid to en 
in heaven for ut, I Pet. i. 4. 

3. The donor of it, the Lord the leer jute 
It is plain, that Chriſt\.is here intended; for God 
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ences, that in ſimplicity and godly 
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| 3 cap E 19 3 . FO LIT 
He, in whom the Chriſtian" believes, | whom be 
hath truſted with his all, whoſe he is, ren 
he ſerves, under whoſe banner he fought the good 
fight, to whom he looked as his leader while he 
ran the Chriſtian race, whole faith he kept; He is 
to be his judge: And that very thought may well 
be a ſtrong confirmation of his hope. Eſpecially 
ſince he is the righteows judge. Not that he will 
proceed with ſtrict rigour according to his ſer- 
vants deſerts: That would extinguiſh all their 
hopes. But fo righteous, as to be faithful to his 
own promiſes and engagements. If they are faith- 
wnto death, he has given them his word, that 
he will give them a crown of life, Rev. ii, 10. And 
therefore they may depend upon it. 
4+ The time of conferring it. In that day. 


He will put them in poſſeſſion of a real happineſs 


at their death. The apoſtle was confident of this, 
when he declares that ro depart hence was far her- 
ter for him, than a ſtay below, Phil. i. 23. But 
the conſummate bleſſedneſs of Chriſt's ſervants is 
reſerved to the great judgment-day ; which 1s emi- 
nently and emphatically ſtiled more than once that 
day. Then all the faithful ſhall, in ſoul and body, 
receive-their:conſummate bliſſſ es. 
5. The spoſtle's ſatisfy ing appropriation of this 
bliſs to himſelf. The crown is laid up for me: 
And, the righteous judge will give it to me... It 
will be but a poor comfort in a dying bou to 
believe that there is a futute happineſs, CE wo 
can entertain hopes that we are to have a ſhare. 
in it; unleſs we can conſider it as our owa, 36 
belonging to us. This cannot reaſonably be con 
cluded, unleſs we have the teſtimony of our conſci- 

1712 we _ 


k | 
bag aur .comver ſation: in the. warld': That will be 
rejoin deed, 3 Core J. 12. Yet dr hung l, 
6. His Jo ful declararipn, of the extending of 
the lame b elfedoels to all other ſincere Chriſhans, 
And not to me only, but wnto all then alſa that loue 
1 Tae We may conſider this, either a5 
apoſtolical declaration, or as a part of hig joyti 
proſpect.” . ; he «4 = 


| 1 1 ig ot 24 ©f1. 901 
As an apoſtolical declaration; it contains ia Very, 
comfortable aſſurance to all good men, that the 
may entertain a like hope with the apoſtſe, if the 
character annexed belongs to them. This, 15 not 
only the privile e of an apoſtle; of one ſo emi⸗ 


nent in gifts and graces, in ſervices and .{ufferings, 
as St. Paul was; but Chi iſtians of Ai 
rank, who never had capacity or opportunity. to 
do ſuch, ſervice to the Chriſtian intereſts; 'as he 
did, yer, if they are ſhacere, and faithful, way 

epend alſo upon a crown of righteouſneſs, In- 
deed as one ſtar differs from another ſtar in glo- 
Ty ; ſo there will be different degrees of glory; 
crowns of different eminence. and luſtre, confers 
red according to the different degrees. of mens 
grace and ulſcfulneſs, and of their ſufferings for 


* Chriſt, But all that love Chriſt's appearing, may, 


depend upon a ſhare in the heavenly; happi- 
| hits "That is, all who fix their main Liefſedocks 
in that happineſs, which is to be conferred at 
Chriſt's ſecond coming; who thereupon, live ex- 


pecting it and preparing for it, dae md ke 


ood fight, running the Chriſtian race, and keep- 
ng the faith: For none but ſuch can reaſonahly 
tove Chriſt's appearing, or look upon it as 4 de · 
firable and delghrful bree. 


* # 
. 4 * . * / 


- 


* 2 — K ” 
, , —wͤ m ẽ QX! A I BIS oo wt — 4 7·*ð ] —?—u44 YES 4 Comms - 
N - 


tar 


Ar this is a the apoſile's. Lywſped'; 
that the 2 e& would jog a. co to 
all that love Chriſt's — wells 20 bin 


ſelfi; ſolit beſpeaks the t of ee bgpi 


neſs that the happineſs-of-0ne: will not dimiriſh 


the-felicity of another, Which iga che caſe in 
wo good and wis the caſe in che Grecian 
exerciſes. to which the apoſtle — ohm 


a particulat game, on bne that 
rely eould be icrownede . It alſa heipeaks che pub. 
le Firn of 4 Chriſtian. He is far fromdebring 
to confine, the bleſſings of the guſpei 1 
On tbe contrary he cameſtiy Wiſhes d beveithem 
ſpread far and wide and greatly: rejaices dvhen he 
can have hope that they are ſo. Ho beautiful 
ly does this 1 preſs ſuch a tem̃perꝭ before 
* 15 19. Duionld te God, that 
vor 2 thou, but: 3 i; — . this days 
were: both almoſt and altogtther ſuc 4s Lam, ex 

ibeſs. bond. And ſamntuhat of i like i is 
every genuin Ghridban : All luck heartdy prays 
and vigorouſly endeavour to bribg 
yen along with them, eſpecially thoſe nader. their 
cart and charge. It ib — ſorrow, when they 
have reaſon +0 fears that their prayers in this re- 
ect are not anſwered, and their endeavqurs un- 
cceſsful. On the othen hand, ir gives 4 vaſk 


additional jo gt re to a dying: ſaintꝭ if he. can 
a 


have hope, that thoſe eſpecially, for whom he hath 
a particular ren are 1 to follow kim to 
heaven. 57 11 4 ods þ +l, tt 1 n 
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2 aan Lye. arid Arms — — bo 
6 e 7 t Near of 
death to our ſelves; "ſhould eminenfly excite 0 
| enquiry, how nen behaved in ifs 
and whither we are going. Desth, whether we 
ſee it carrying others o or feel it working "i 
2 us, or ſec it making approaches by any other way 
| towards us, is ſo awful and deeiſi ve a 
 thar certainly it calls aloud to ſee, on what ground 
we ſtand; in hat ſtate wo are, and what is Re 
to become of us afterwards. It is wiſdom in- 
deed to have theſe accounts always plain and clear} 
| even in youth atid health, betauſe death may ſo6n 
make 2 ſeizure without But if great 
safe in view, or age ſhews that the Ls 
dy for us, and —.— ſuch enquiries are 
: Tard, ve muſt be le oh the reqeeſl 
ſtupidity. And even x poet has not been an 
enquiry omitted thro' lifey- yet the imporrancs 
| of the: maxter makes it to deſerve a review, when 
= the time of our departure ſeems at hand, for this 
$ greater ſafety and comfort in a dying hour. This 
| roſpect Pa Paul in the text upon ſuch: a lobk 
© . — and forward, as hach been deſcribedꝭ- 
$ 2. The beſt. foundation' of ' a «well-ground- 
| ed proſpect for another world; is à conſcioul- 
| neſs of our own integrity in life. o theſe ſtand 
| connected in the apoſtle's "cp: Gm 
3 tion. 3s 
| Such nh; F ds have fou t the fight; 
= run their rc and kept D. Lag — 4 
| the goſpel · canſti I know not 
2 ation for a ſinner's hope.  Wih- 
out holineſs no man ſhall ſer | the Lord: But tho 
r ap a God. Be not deceived ; _ 
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33 et. moghed ; — mas foweth, that 
ſhall he alſo * or he that ſoweth to his leſs, 
Kali of ube feſb ion; 5 8 he that fow- 
ah a the ns es " the Spirit SiG e ever. 
lifting, Gal 5 7 8. God * 

man according 10 hl ed; To them, "ho" 72 


bontinuancw in 'wilh-domg, - ſeck.-for 
ted exe orig 2 jo ants them 


— 5 An . into the heavenly 

are wrought: and formed for über , 1. 
tempered to the work and enjoy ments yh 
Ocherwiſe it would-be bete g ug tsdee: 
Pleaſure teſults from "the harmony between the 


object and the faculty What ure the moſt besu- 


uful colours to a blind man, or the moſt me⸗ 
lodious ſounds to the deaf ear? What ate peatl 
ee. So, what 8 there — — in 4 
G h em ment, WH oeiet y; 2 to 
"rn are 2 ood ſins A ſcul- — 
formed to the Cid remper and” life, would 
find heaven, if he could | gain admiſſion there, 4 
taſtleſs diſagrecable ſtare; 4 would be dat of Rigs 


tlemem; all abou: him would be his averfions = 


And ehe great God will never admit much an un- 
natural · prepoſterous thing, as that en mud be 
with him who hate him, and who c n⏑EE, wirbt 
the temper that previils in them · he — 
by God l A hetven therefore muſt be b. 
w::by.;che exereiſe of; the Chriſtian lift dels 
we can truly detire that heaven heresft&@"1Which 
Gad hath ſer before us; and Oy before we 
une can 


Ta4] 


car have. MF an. expedition of being alawed 


a ſharg, + e N 


ies of their race and warſare, to ſoloce 
themſelves: with that which awaits them at tit 
end | How ſhort are the difficulties I At ſarthaſt 
but thro' a. ſhort life on earth ; which compa» 
tively is bat for 4 morrent. How near the 18. 
compence in the beginning of it! How great in 
the conſummation, fo as. to make full amends, 
abundantly beyond proportion, for any paitis-ar 
ſtruggle, any lelf-denial or ſuffering in the courſe 
of hates Bye therefore che joy ſes h. 
fore you; leſt ye be * and faint i0 y 0r 


% Mou 1 433 qe 1133 


4.10 chi 2 induce Chriſtians not o- 

Nr. to ſubmiſſion, but even to thanbfulneſa, 
on the removal of their pious. friends; city 
when they we gathered into the gener like: a 
ſhock of corn 4 ripe. Such are where tlie 
vould be; where Er heve them to be; 
* where, if you ere Chriſtians, you h 
uſe to bꝭ your ſelves ere long; for no genuin 
Chriſtiap — live here always, if he was:left 
to his on choice. Tho! it 1s impoſſible but 
chat excellent perſons muſt be 2 laß to ſurvives 
whenever removed, at leaſt: as to their prayeds 
and examples: yet when the pleasure of God: 
ſignified þy, their diſmiſhon; it is much more: bea 
coming Chriſtiads to be thankful, that they were 


4d What und. have Chiles. in all the 


un eee when they had finiſhed 
their work; b 0 e emen 15 our dwas 
— 413 ner 5W 
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n dur aged deceaſed friend Was, 


Such 
as 1, verily 
Chriſtian: who. knew her has the leaſt doubt of 
it: And in ſuch circumſtances ot alben nate 
ſhe is gone to her reſt. 

In ſome caſes the leſs we ay of the dead, dle 
better ;/ where their characters are doubtful, or 
ſuſpected, or at moſt no better than juſt to give 
ground for concerning them in the judg- 
ment of charity. But hen perſons of diſtin- 
guiſhing piety thro' life, ef an even courſe f 
eremplery walking chte the; ſeveral periods of 
life of a commendable behaviour for many graces 
and virtues g with few known allays; when tuch, 


improper, bin of the moſt, beneſicial tendency 
to the living and much ſor the honour and ſer- 
nce of religion, to bring their excellences up- 
an the publick ſtage, td excite add encourage 
— Chriſtians 
and of their deaths; that by both they ma 
yet ſpeak to the living: Eſpecially I would rea 
joice to bear record to this, When they have > 
good report of valle men, and o the truth it 
ſelf; * eſpecially to a congregation, where 
there are ſo chany li ing v itneſſes af n perſon ne 
worth. - NI! to ee eite N 

Mrs. Ame N was deſeended of e 
pious pre abs, Fine r-great-grandfather Mr. Tho- 
mas Gauge, 8 herwas: a 4. of rank, ſo 
alſo of fabgulappidey in the reign of Queen E- 
laben. Ter ther Dr. Wilkam (aw. prey in 
whoſe houſe ſhe was born, was many years mi- 
niſter of Black-friars in this city; a perſon of as 
eminent reptitation among Mt ſerious Chriſtians 


rr 


ieve : and I apprebend not qne 


[ ſay, die out bf our world; I cannot think it 


ſome account of their lives 
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[26 1] | 
and indefatigable labours for the good of ſouls to 
old age, as moſt miniſters that ever were in this 
city. * His ſony the famous Mr. Thomas Gouge, 
her uncle, ejeRted-from' St. Sepwlecbyt's' chuch 
in this city at the fatal Bartholomew, was as emi- 
nent for going about doing good, as moſt men 
ſince the apoſtles days; whoſe character was juſt. 
ly given from the pulpit and the preſs by the 
great and good Archbiſhop Tillorſon. Her mo- 
ther was his eldeſt ſiſter, married to a very wor- 
thy miniſter' alſo, Mr. Richard Roberrs, Brothet 
to Sir William Roberts of Wilſden in Middleſex, Bert. 
He was ejected for Nonconformity at the fame 
time from Culſdon in Surrey; of whom Dr. C 
lamy has given ſome account. From theſe ſhe 
deſcended; and a diſgrace it would be to her 
memory, to mention ſuch worthies to whom ſhe 
was related, if ſhe had degenerated from them: 
But the. faith, which firſt dwelt in tbem, conſpi- 
cuouſly appeared in her alſo, ſo as to keep up the 


true religious honour of the line.. 

She was religious betimes; and maintained an 
uni form courſe of exemplary goodneſs to the hoary 
head, in the inſtances ſuited to her ſtation and con» 
dition ooo b Foy heraats üs 2B! 

Her devotion to God was regular and emi- 

nent. She was a ſtri& obſerver of times of te. 

tirement. In her family, if her conſort-was' Ab- 

ſent, ſhe always kept up the vorſtrip of God her 

ſelf. . For her careſul attendance upon -publick 

worſhip, you are witneſſes of it; (ag; far as (he 
poſſibly could, even to the infirmities of old age) 

As 
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Fler conduct in her family, ' as a: wife, as a pa. 
rent, as a miſtreſe, were ſo well known to them 
to whom The ſtood in thoſe relations; that, as 
chey riſe up and call her bleſſed, ſo their hearty 
and general ſorrow for the loſs of her, even in 
old age, is 2 plain expreſſion of their ſenti- 
Das Ea t to: eee oh gt: 
Her peeuliar affection was directed by her ap- 
prehenſton of the image of God in any. Nei- 
ther difference of ſentimentz in leſſer things, nor 
2 diſproportion of condition in life, were fer by 
her in the balance with the ſubſtantial branches 
of reak holmeſ. Some, 'who had been her ſer- 
vants, had a high place in her eſteem and regard, 
where real piety was conſpicuous. And yet, 
Her behaviour towards all was kind and obliging, 
diſpaſſionate, moſt free from cenſoriouſneſs, and 
— as procured the eſteem of all that knew 
erde f ig Un * Fe ern me CRT 

She had her ſhare in afflictions; but ſhewed 
that compoſure, ſubmiſſion to God, and con- 
tentment in all, which was highly worthy of one 
devoted to God, and fatisfied in him as her por- 

Her laft moments were anſwerable to the even, 
unaffected courſe of her life. She was ſuddenly 
ſeized with racking pains," which produced a vio- 
lent fever. In this caſe ſhe prayed ro God, that 
he would mitigate her pains: But if not, ſays 
ſhe, here I am, let him do with me what ſcem- 
eth him good. In her whole ſickneſs ſhe main- 
rained a happy calm, only deſiring faith and pa- 
tence to hold out to the end: Often ſaying, 


that Gad bad promiſed” never to leave her, nor 
did he. When asked, bow ſhe did ! her anſwer 
5 5 n Was 
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an eee, rhe 
pleaſure; who died in the year 1 
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al geperally 5; G. Cad be f har ſte ſow 


Once, in a time f moſt extreme pain, the 
ſaid, Wl tie Lond cat A far 0088 ef hit mers 
cigs, clean gone But pretently, check d- bertel. 


| ing Be ſilly and knew, that I am Ga. | 101 


A few days betofe ſhe died, ſhe! ſeemed 10 
feel an abatement of the diſtemper; and 
ſo, was full of ,praiſg 40 God, ſaying. /h wid 

lng, ſs, hen gratitude. She was, continually 

ing, and pmying for, ber childtec when 
they. Was: near hen 7 bleſſing God, that 'be 
20 —_ her 4 god lone thre graue, Ind that 
enabled het 9 he ro! faith 
inlarit ing . 
ntioned her eldeſt daug 


with. grest 
ſtance. of. 1 5 6 
common inſtance of eminent piety. in 
death at the age of 133, of: whom; one of my 
worthy predeceſſors, Mr. Oaks, has given a par- 
ticular account in g ſ@&man,--which:hepreached 
and publiſhed upon gccaſion of her: death, on 
the, ſame text Which bas been now{-recommend- 
ed to me upon occaſion of the mather's Geceaſe. 
Mrs. King ſpoke with pleaſure, how comfortably 
ſhe had parted With chat excellent daughter ; 3 bow 
ſhe ha prayed ta God ta be her monkey derar- 
ing ſupport, adding, So, he u 1 hots foo 
When the peins of death were ftr ong upon 
ber, ſhe ſaid with e well-pleaſed — Oh 
bay ſweet is glory. , Which: were her laſt words, 
that could be diſtinctly head: Tho' the. chear- 


dul ſerenity of her ſpirit appeared to the laſt b by 
1a 


frequent ſmiles ; till, death did its office, and 


ed her I doubt not eue r in he 


ww year of her beds and 
n [ | With 
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Wich what cbeer ſuneſs: may; Nuleiauf tective 
the providence ot ſuech a per ſon s le ſcaſe l > How 
fews' when ther Ariends ard removed, .chave 1 

od ground for: a firm belief, that: they :faniſhed 
well? You hay enjoyed the benefit: q ſuch a 


relative: far longer thaw-moſt are allomed to do. 


Of whatever ady antage ſhe was to you, ih way 


whit God: made ber; and; he ſtilb hes and is the 


gies: and will be wih you in the wey of duty. 
as he eich E bene of her iaſtructi- 


own fault, ſurvive her. And if you ? 
ſhe is entered upon the Chriſtian's reward, the 


like reward is in reſerve alſo for you, if you love ' 


Chriſt's appearing. - 
Vou, her aged, gow. bereaved, conſort, are in 


the courſe of nature, and by growing infirmities, 


likely ſoon to follow. May God be with you 
to the end, and enable you alſo to finiſh your 
courle with joy...  - 

You, her hdres: I hope will ſhew the good 
effect of having ſuch a parent, and ſuch a num- 


ber of pious anceſtors and relations for many de- 


ſcents, almoſt down fram the Reformation. May 
up and yours keep up the honour of the fami- 
y by an eminency in ſerious piety, which was 
the greateſt hoagour of them that vent before 
you; and fo in due time meet tbem in the hea- 
venly inheritance... 

Let the ancient members of this Society, who 
have long come up with, ben to the houſe of God 
in this place, be put in mind by her departure 
of their own near approaching; that they may 
allo leave a good teſtimony for God Tehind 
them. | | 

| And 


ons, example and prayers: will, if it obe not — p 
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Aud let the young; that are {prin in 

che ſtead of thöſe who are one — Opin wy 
the ſtage, - be careful to maintain the ſame Hes 
of ſerious / religion and the ſame circumſpect walks 
ing, ſuch a care of private devorion and — 

worſhip, a was, I doubt, more con ſpiuous 
the good: people of the former generarion; than 
in moſt of thoſe Who paſs for ſuch now. This 
will make our prefent worſhipping» aſſemblies: th 
| Frm of Chriſt, nurſeries for a. future ſeed to ſerve 
ae _ 95 u re preſence 


, 1 
' - KS \ 1971 — TE x 4's " F4£ 2 FF 
* ; : # bis y . 21 : © 1 5 
— 
* PE ] 4 1 i 2441 $ ths * 
.* »s 4 bs * 4 t ; 274 — * "% « % * 
e \ F 4 * 4 * 0 - * . * ire 1 * $ n * 4 4 * 4 44 
* * Cf + 4 4 „ 1 
89 EF . * 
DT 97 ” 5 fs - = * * > 
»S'? d * = 8 — 
— * * 5 . 
* 5 — * * 1 4 I mug 1 ”"% % # 1 " # 


» vp W-x | 
L : ' „ F Ll g i z # * - / F 9 l * 1 * 4 * * ** =_ 
* , 
— - \ * * 1 * 
1 , „ 88 * * - v 2 4 * 
- [+4 *44a% . 4 N „ 0 4A 4 4 
. 1 , 3 mu 
* 4 9 F 1 * F ; , * 6 : 1 
- — * . # 4 


ASF FAS; 


Of 


(14S A. hates 


Pub I by the fame Auron. 


Refi Diſcourſes concerning ay Chriſt | 

an Temper: Being Thirty Eight Ser- 
mons upon the principal Heads of Pradiccl Re- 
ligion, eſpecially a8 ejoined and enforced by 
Chriſtianity. In two Volumes 8% Def 
for the uſe of Families. The ſecond Edition. 


0 ey Sermons upon various Subjects preach'd to 
young People ; deſi n Fe, the; Fear # 


* Fay 1 Hide of 


The eee: following 10 3 * * Hy _ 
ed Toth th M. A. 2 Fellow 7 
Magdalen College, Oxon. 


1. The Proſperous State of the Chiiftinn Fig 
tereſt before the End of Time, by a plentiful ef- 
fuſion of the Holy Spirit; conſidered in fifteen 


Sermons on Exebiel XXXIX. 3 


©: The Obli tions from Nature nd Revela- 
tion to Famil N and Worlhip, repreſeaty 
ed and preſſed in fix Sermon. | 

1 two laſt now firſt publiſhed 5 the Reverend 


4 . EVANS. 


. "The lice and Work. of” the Holy Sphit 


in every Age, with reference to nas er- 
ſons: Conſidered in ſeveral Sermons on Joh iii, 6, 
and Gal. v. 25. now firſt publiſhed by che Re- 
verend MN WILLIAM ae * * 
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The three following by the Reverend 2 Sam VEL 
ECHT A W reer VIA 
I. A Treatiſe of that being born again, with 
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þ out which no man can be 4ayed. {- To high 5 
| added, A Diſcourſe on. the Duty ood Advat 


185 
of ſingular Piety. And ſome Extracts from à lat 

Writer, ſuited to the Deſign ol his Dar 

The Eighth-Flizion: Y ONT 0 FE: 637111 5 
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11. A Trexiſe on * Religious Obſervicg 

E.: ef the Lor Days, according to the "expreſs 
| Words of the Fourth Commandment: The T Hirt 
| Edition. To which is added, A Sermon Gd 
| Heb. x. _ of not . the | Aﬀemblies for 
| publidk" — 8 5 „ 4 AY 3 
x 3% BEER * (2 Wa 160 
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| III. A Treatiſe c on {the Deceitfulnelſs bf Sing 
4 and its leading Men to Hardneſs of Hearts with 
the Means appointed, to e rd 

ing and Deceiving. ln e gry 40 
* IV. A View of Death: Or t ah Depar — 
ture from the World. A a er kical Sacred 
Poem. With 4 Copidus Bod y of Explahars 


Notes, pe 115 gat 5521 [Chip Stink 8 By 
Reverend M 1 e poſt K Ws 5 15 
VA. vu &] hh. 

V. The Religio n of N da Delivered, 17 
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